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Jobs in Chicagojl,

Post ajob »ADJUNCT FACULTY @ National
Louis University

Jobs: Senioe Information Architect @ iCrossing View all jobs >Senioe Information Architect @
iCrossing

> Software Engineer @ iCrossing

¥ Management Information System
Chicago Consumers Hit With New People Gas Increase Based on Expected Use 2/19/2008  Instructor @ Robert Morris College
. . . . . . . . ¥PHP guru for funded startu
CHICAGO - For the second time in a year, utilities customers in Chicago will see a rate increase. This chicaggo stealth startup e

time, though, it's not ComEd. Gas bills are going up as well. »View All Jobs

In a contentious move that could have consumers paying for gas they might not even use, the lllinois Post a Job
Commerce Commission (ICC) recently approved a $71 million gas rate hike for Peoples Gas and North

Shore Gas. The increase residential and commercial customers accrue on bills will not be for actual gas A qyertise With Usha,
usage but for expected use.

| Company Promotion |
The initiative, which is called “decoupling,” gives the utility the ability to adjust billing statements based on [ Event Promotion ]
determined revenue from Peoples Gas. Peoples Gas says a rate increase is a result of weather and
customer conservation and the company isn't guaranteed to garner a profit.

RSS Feedjy.

“They're trying to put the best possible spin on the increase,” said Citizens Utility Board (CUB) executive O rss FEED 63 w7y
director David Kolata in an interview with MidwestBusiness.com. “It's a double whammy for consumers.” Subscribe to RSS via e-mail

Advertisementjy,
In general, Kolata says people are using less gas as a way to conserve energy and thwart the high cost of
gas. He says the increase isn't fair for consumers. One issue that's important to Peoples Gas is improved Save
technology of furnaces. In the past, consumers were using machines with 82 percent efficiency to heat
their homes.

up to 90%
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New furnaces now operate in the 90 percent range for efficiency. Natural gas usage is also sensitive to SEO and SEM
weather patterns. A cold snap — such as the one occurring in Chicago this winter — will create higher gas costs
consumption by consumers. Gas commaodity prices are historically much higher in winter months than

summer months. www.Moguling.com

“Peoples Gas has not had any meaningful energy conservation programs in 20 years,” said Environmental Marketplace Ad Directoryk

Law & Policy Center (ELPC) executive director Howard Learner in an interview with Featured Category:
MidwestBusiness.com. Learner and the ELPC stepped in when Wisconsin-based WPS Resources and Software

Peoples Gas were in merger talks to create a program for energy conservation.

The result was a $7.5 million, five-year efficiency program to paid by Peoples Gas. Legal Action Kolata !

says CUB will file for a hearing with the ICC to reverse the decision. If the case is lost, steps will be taken h | C a g 0

to file with an appellate court. That said, he thinks there is a “good chance” for a win in court. He added: C

“The ICC doesn't have the authority to do this.” ata

A judge in the case for the Peoples Gas rate hike recommended a lower increase than was approved by I u t 10 n 5
the ICC. Kolata added: “We are very disappointed with the decision.” ICC employees and CUB have both ( SO

i h i . . )
argued against the rate increase Chicago Data Solutions

Peoples Gas said in a statement that the new rates are expected to go into effect on Feb. 14 and Chicago [ List Your Company ]

residents can expect to pay $6 to $7 more per billing statement. This is the first rate increase for lllinois

gas consumers since 1995. The increase will produce an almost 8 percent profit increase for the Chicago- Latest ReleasesL

based gas utility'’s parent company (Integrys Energy Group). >New Chicago Bandwidth Provider
Emerges For Businesses

Integrys reported an increase of $3 million in earnings for the third quarter of 2007 as compared with the *The Big Sleep Show to Debut in
previous year’s quarterly earnings. Integrys stock closed 1.21 percent higher in next-day trading following Chicago

the rate increase approval. The ICC also approved a 10.19 percent return on Integrys’ equity. >Pathfinder Helps Bring Chicago
Sun-Times to Facebook

w P . . . . *Mark Malven to Lead Dykema
Wall Street looks favorably on this,” said Kolata, adding that this is a way for Integrys to “fatten its bottom  echnology Transactions Practice

line”.
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Alliances Joins Forces With TBK...
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steph@midwestbusiness.com

Upcoming Eventsji,

E-Mail This Article to a Friend or Colleague ¥ Internet Marketing - SEO & PPC
View This Article in Printer-Friendly Format 2/5/2008 9:00:00 AM
Bookmark .l s *|T Executive Forum: IT Project
Management
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»DuPage Area Engineers Week

TechPoint MIRA Awards Prepare to Showcase Indiana Tech Best 2/21/2008 ~ 2008: “Engineered in lllinois”
i ) } i ) ) o 2/23/2008 11:00:00 AM
U.S. Cellular in Chicago Joins Rivals in Offering $99.99 Unlimited... 2/21/2008  , Navigating the Business World with
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Several State Attorneys General Probing Anheuser-Busch, Miller... 2/21/2008 ; piscover CTI: Graduate Open
Merger For Delta, Northwest Could Be Innovative For Long-Term... 21212008 House
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readership survey for a chance
to win a $100 Amex gift card!
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Continental Airlines Orders 27 New 777, 737 Planes From Boeing in... 2/21/2008
Net Income For Hoffman Estates, Ill.-Based Career Ed Plunges on... 2/21/2008

. . . . . e Send Us A Scoop
H-1B Visa Program is Broken: Which Candidate Will Fix 1t? 2/20/2008 ) ooh

. . * E-mail us confidentially here.
Deal Between Atlanta-Based Delta, Minnesota-Based Northwest in... 2/20/2008 )
i : i . MBI Payroll Providerjiy,

Chrysler Disappointed in New Plastech Decision From U.S. Bankruptcy... 2/20/2008

Ready to leave

complicated payroll
processing behind?

Energy Consulting-
ComEd

Experienced energy
procurement help with
no supplier affiliations.
Www.cornerstoneenergygre
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