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Judge: Ameren should get to 
charge more 
BY MIKE RIOPELL, The Southern Springfield Bureau 
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 7:17 PM CDT 

SPRINGFIELD -- Many Ameren customers could face increases in their 
power and natural gas bills if a recommendation to the Illinois Commerce 
Commission holds up. 
 
An administrative law judge ruled this week the Ameren utilities in Illinois 
should get a majority of the increases they asked for to pay for their electricity 
and natural gas systems. 
 
If Ameren is allowed to collect more money, it would charge customers more 
for the delivery of energy. The actual cost of energy isn't affected by the case. 
 
In the coming weeks, the Illinois Commerce Commission can accept the 
recommendation or change it. If it holds, AmerenIP customers likely would be 
hit with the sharpest increases to their natural gas and electricity bills. 
 
AmerenCIPS customers would also be hit with rising costs, while 
AmerenCILCO customers actually could see a drop on part of their bills. 
 
''It's got good news, it's got bad news,'' said David Kolata, director of the 
watchdog Citizens Utility Board. 
 
What exactly the ruling means to an average bill payer hasn't yet been calculated by Ameren, but that should be done this week, said 
spokesman Sean Vanslyke. 
 
''We need to take time and carefully examine and review it,'' Vanslyke said. 
 
The company pushed for the increases to help its sagging credit rating and for infrastructure improvements. 
 
But consumer groups argue the recommendation would mean too much more cash for the utility. In the ruling, would get Ameren to 
collect about $163.5 million more – about 66 percent of what it originally asked for. 
 
The company first requested $247 million more, but reduced that number over the course of hearings in the case. 
 
Kolata said his group figured the utility should get $45 million at most. 
 
Now, all sides get to make final arguments to the Illinois Commerce Commission, and a final decision will come by the end of September, 
said commission spokeswoman Beth Bosch. 
 
Earlier, a similar judge suggested northern Illinois utility ComEd get 60 percent of what it asked for, which would mean a 3.7 percent 
increase on an average customer's electric bill. A final decision in that case could come this month. 
 
Electric rates drew heavy attention from lawmakers and other officials last year because of sharp increases in power bills, particularly in 
central and southern Illinois. 
 
''We are pleased that the amounts the companies requested were reduced, but still believe the increases are too high,'' said Natalie 
Bauer, spokesman for Attorney General Lisa Madigan. 
 

 

  
  

Comments (No comments posted.)  |  Email this story 
Print this story  |  Discuss  |  Big Text  |  Normal Text 
Current Rating: 0   Number of Votes: 0

Rate:  |  |  |  
Save and Share          
   How do I share?  

Article Options

Add Your Own Comments  

No account? Register here!  
 
If you already have, sign in below: 
Member ID:

 

 

Heart association 
accepting nominations 
for award 
 
Carbondale man gets 
10 years on crack 
cocaine distribution 
 
Governor signs Shib's 
Law 
 
Deadly baby shaking 
case set for another 
court date later this 
month 
 
Three local wines earn 
recognition at Illinois 
State Fair 
 
Best Buy hosting 
charity golf scramble 
in Carterville 
 
Late charges now 
apply to liquor license 
renewals in Williamson 
County 
 

RELATED ARTICLES

More Calendar Information 
Submit an Event

AUGUST 2008 

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 

Page 1 of 2:: TheSouthern.com - Southern Illinois' Homepage ::

8/14/2008http://www.thesouthern.com/articles/2008/08/12/breaking_news/doc48a20ebcb5da206023...



 

*Password:
 Forgot Your Password?

 Login

 

 
WEBSITE INDEX

Home 
E-edition 
Latest News 
Front Page 
Local News 
Elections '08 
Contests 
Coupon Page 
Today's Front 
Page 
 
Business 
Headlines 
SBJ 
Stocks 
Legals 
Service 
Directory 

Regional 
Local Stories 
Closing 
Alerts 
Weather 
Contact Us 
TV Listings 
Movies 
Calendar 
 
Interactive 
Blogs 
SI Forums 
Videos 
Slideshows 
GameZone 
Photos 

Sports 
Headlines 
Professional 
Preps 
Columnists 
DawgBlog 
PrepsBlog 
Miner's Blog 
Outdoors 
SI Outdoor Blog 
Horse Event 
Calendar 

Lifestyles 
LS Front 
Flipside 
Travel 
Health 
Health Blog 
Anniversaries 
Births 
Weddings 
Engagements 
Parade 
Relish 

Obituaries
Listings 
Tributes 
Soldiers 
Search 
Guestbooks 
Pets 
 
Other 
Sections 
Special 
Sections 
TV Listings 
American 
Profile 
Elections 2008 

Columns/Opinions
Voice/Reader 
Voice/Southern 
SI Forums 
Gary Metro 
Les Winkeler 
Todd Hefferman 
Clarence Page 
Bernie Miklasz 
Leonard Pitts 
Mona Charen 
Ann Coulter 
Guest Editorials 

Classifieds
SI Auto Deals 
Homes/Condos
Rentals 
Coupons 
Auctions 
Place Ad 
Yard Sales 
Personals 
Churches 

Services 
Subscribe to E-
Newsletter 
Carrier Info 
Yahoo! HotJobs 
Post Resume 
Place an Ad 
EZpay 
Subscribe 
E-edition 
Vacation 
Stops/Starts 
Renew 
Subscription 
Order Articles 
Advertise with Us 
Place an Ad 
Sunday Copy 
Single Copy 

Today's front page
 

 
 

Subscribe | Advertise  
E-edition

Customer Service | 710 N. Illinois Ave., PO Box 2108, Carbondale, IL 62901 | Ph. 618-529-5454 | 800-228-0429

Other Lee Enterprises Regional Newspapers: Post-Dispatch | The Pantagraph | Herald-Review 

Copyright © 2008 All rights reserved. | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use 

Page 2 of 2:: TheSouthern.com - Southern Illinois' Homepage ::

8/14/2008http://www.thesouthern.com/articles/2008/08/12/breaking_news/doc48a20ebcb5da206023...


