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A case for prepaid cell phones
By Lauren FitzPatrickon May 24, 2010 4:00 PM | Permalink | Comments (2) | TrackBacks (0) 

For the first time ever, (reads this column in the SouthtownStar) in the fourth quarter of 2009, the number 
prepaid wireless customers outnumbered customers signing up for more traditional contract-based plans. 
A staffer at the New Millennium Research Council, an independent telecom think tank, chalked it up to the
economy, claiming "the era of cell phone penny pinching is officially here." 

Personally, I am a total penny pincher and I have a contract. My whole family is on the same company so we ca
other for free. And my cell phone is my telephone. I'm a pretty big talker.

But for all those people who just want an emergency phone, or only need a little bit of cell time a month, I feel te
they've been wasting their money on the big companies. 

The Citizens Utility Board -- whose executive director Dave Kolata was behind that column -- has a pretty good
here about prepaid cell phones and has done some research about the best deals. 

Because why pay for service you don't use? That's a waste of hard-earned cash. 
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2 Comments
By Kevin C on May 25, 2010 8:59 AM 

For years I also thought that prepaid is more expensive when looking at actual per-minute rates, but recently I l
was mistaken. The prepaid industry seems to have undergone a bit of a transformation while nobody was looki
there is no contract that doesn't have a cheaper prepaid alternative available. Even for heavy talkers and textin
number of unlimited prepaid options available at the $45 to $50 range!  
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I am not a huge talker and get by with a NET10 prepaid plan for $15 to $30 per month. No contract at all availa
much (little) money... 

By Henry on May 25, 2010 3:31 PM 

I am one of those people that don't talk very much on my mobile phone, I use it more for texting which is exactly
on Net10 prepaid which allows me to buy minutes when I need them otherwise most of the time I just send text
Net10 it only costs me 5 cents per text.  
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