
• Energy Efficiency options for ComEd customers
• Solar updates
• Rooftop solar 
• community solar
• Solar group buy

• DCEC updates

Welcome!
Agenda



What does CUB do?HOME Energy Savings
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Saving Energy & Money



What does CUB do?
Represents utility ratepayers:

– Illinois Commerce Commission, IL 
General Assembly, Courts

Helps individuals:
– 1-800-669-5556 (hotline)
– citizensutilityboard.org

Conducts Consumer Education
– Outreach events (~500/yr)
– Virtual Utility Bill Clinics: email 

scanned bills to: 
ubc@citizensutilityboard.org

– Media & publications

Advocates for affordable 
and sustainable energy 
policies in IL

CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD (CUB)

Volunteer 
with CUB! 



What does CUB do?CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD (CUB)

Rrrrrrr!!

Pesky consumer advocates…



Great utility programs
…gifts from the heavens??



What does CUB do?Good policy is hard work

• Passage
• Design
• Implementation



• Fixed RPS

• Increased EE

• Enabled 
Community 
Solar

• Solar for All

• Restructured 
electric market

• Split ComEd from 
Exelon

• Froze supply 
rates for 10 years

• Created the 
IPA & put it in 
charge of 
electric 
procurement

• Established 
EEPS, RPS, 
and net 
metering

• Grid 
modernization

• Formula rate

• Decarbonize 
energy sector by 
2030

• 100% renewable 
energy by 2050

• Capacity market 
fix

• Electrify 
transportation

I l l inois Energy Policy:
It’s a process



New (and Old) Choices

Energy efficiency/peak demand 
control

(“Green” energy plans??)

Renewable energy

What can we do NOW?









New (and Old) Choices“Green” energy suppliers
Note the use of scare-quotes above



New (and Old) Choices“Green” energy suppliers

Which grid??

Where??
Built how long ago?

How much of your 
money is going 
towards these?

How much do 
you pay?

How is this 
changing?



New (and Old) ChoicesThe HEAT Act
A win for consumers!

• Ends early termination/exit fees.

• Stops suppliers from automatically renewing a contract from 
a fixed rate to a higher-cost variable rate.

• Requires supplier marketing materials to clearly state the 
utility’s current price.

• Requires utility bills to clearly state the utility’s current price, 
too.

• Protects households getting LIHEAP assistance from 
overpriced suppliers 

• Gives the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) sharper 
teeth in dealing with alternative suppliers.



•ComEd Price:  
• 7.175¢ per kilowatt-hour (kWh) until 

June 2020 (changes twice a year)

•Nicor Gas Price:
• 26¢ per therm (can change every month)

Current Utility Rates



ON 
TO THE 

FUN STUFF

NOW,



FREE Energy-Saving 
Products for Your Home

If you have ComEd & Peoples, North Shore, or Nicor Gas at your 
house, you’re entitled to a FREE personalized energy assessment with 

FREE installation of energy-saving products:

Free energy-saving products
FOR YOUR HOME!

• programmable thermostats

• LED light bulbs

• low-flow/high-pressure showerheads

• faucet aerators

• hot water pipe insulation

*

*

* These two items offered at a discount, not free.



• Appliance recycling: ComEd will pay you $35 if you let them 

remove and recycle your old, working fridge or freezer
• Recycle a working dehumidifier or room air conditioner at the same 

time to get an additional $10 each (PROGRAM ON CORONAHOLD)

• A variety of rebates, including:
• Insulation

• Central A/C

• Heat Pumps

• Lighting

• Income-eligible programs

Other Efficiency Programs



ON 
TO THE 

REALLY FUN
STUFF

NOW,



New (and Old) Choices

Pricing plans:

• Traditional Electricity Rates

• Peak-time Rebate (all           …no              !)

• Real-time Pricing
• Comed: Hourly Pricing

New Choices
…AND OLD



Ran dishwasher

Used toaster 
oven to make 

dinner

Prepared a late 
breakfast

My exciting Thursday!
Detailed electric usage info brought to you by advanced metering



When do YOU use the most
electr icity?

When does SOCIETY use the most
electricity?



BUT WHEN DO 
WE REALLY USE 

THE MOST 
ELECTRICITY?





AIR CONDITIONING:

THE MAIN CULPRIT



Time of Day

Pr
ice 7.175₵

noonmidnight midnight

Hourly vs. fixed-rates



$
$ $



hourlypricing.comed.com





My Hourly Pricing Results



Electric Car? Electric Heat?

…Hourly Pricing!!  



Peak-Time Savings

• The utility notifies you before a 
“high-usage event” peak

• If you can cut your energy 
usage during that time, you 
get 1$ off your bill for every 
kWh you save

• No risk!  

• Cannot have PTS at the same 
time as A/C Cycling or Net 
Metering

Peak-Time Savings



Central Air Conditioning Cycling

•Save $5 or $10 every month from June and September

•The temperature will not change more than a few degrees

•2 cycling options, both exclude weekends and holidays

SAVE $20-40 
per summer

Central air-condit ioning cycl ing
(ComEd only)



A Great Time to go SOLAR in IL!

State 
Incentives

Technological 
advancements

Federal Tax 
Credit



But TIME is of the essence!



But TIME is of the essence!

• The Illinois incentive is also being 
used up

• SREC = Solar Renewable Energy 
Credit 

• the state pays you for the right 
to count your solar energy 
towards their renewable energy 
goals

• Incentive is first come - first served

• Each time a block of funding is used up, the next block 
opens up – currently on block 2 of 3 in ComEd terrritory

• But at a rate that is 4% lower than the previous block

• LONG STORY SHORT - it is also decreasing 



No Solar at Home?

• Don’t own your house?
• Live in an apartment?
• Not enough sun?
• Roof can’t take it?
• Financing doesn’t work for you?
• Other barriers?



Community Solar



• 20% savings guarantee

• 20 year contract

• Charges exit fee – waived if you move outside of 
the territory

• 20% savings guarantee

• 15 year contract

• No exit fee – requires 90 days notice

• At this time is not offering true community solar

• 10% savings

• No contract term

• No exit fee

Sign up for our Community Solar newsletter to hear about new offers as they hit the market! 

Community Solar Offers



What happened to community solar?

• Many of us thought that we would see community solar projects 
in our communities

• Instead, most of the projects look the same 

• Large projects – 8-10 acres

• Built in more rural areas

• What changed? 

• Projects were developer driven

• There wasn’t enough funding compared to the interest in the 
program – everyone wanted to submit the largest project 
possible



• Ensures that low income people and people living in environmental 
justice communities will also see the benefit of solar

• Includes: Community solar, residential rooftop, rooftop for non-
profits

• No money down, and guaranteed savings on electricity bills

• Grassroots education

• To qualify you must be below 80% Area Median Income: 

• $63,200 for a family for 4 in the Chicago area – varies by 
household size and region

• Visit: www.illinoissfa.com to learn more! 

http://www.illinoissfa.com/


“CEJA” – we’re still working on it! 

The Four Policy Pillars: 

1. Quality jobs and investments in 

communities across the state

2. Carbon-free electric sector by 2030

3. 100% renewable energy by 2050

4. Increase electric vehicles

HB 3624 // SB 2132 



Solarize Chicagoland 2.0

• Coming soon! 

• Go solar as a group & save!

• Last year 130 households went solar – including 40 in DuPage!

• www.SolarizeChicagoland.com

• Respond to the link in the follow up email if you would like to be 
added to the list



New (and Old) Choices

Christina Uzzo
Environmental Outreach Coordinator
cuzzo@citizensutilityboard.org

For a free analysis, send pictures of bills 
to: ubc@citizensutilityboard.org

Citizens Utility Board
THANKS for tuning in!



DCEC Update!
DCEC Update


